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LETTER 


FROM 


A GENTLEMAN in Town, 


TO HIS 


FRIEND in the Country, Cc. 


Dear Six, : 


() NE of the moſt-eminent writers in 
defence of the canons and inſtitu- 
tions, rites and ceremonies, rubrick 
and liturgy of the church of England, be- 
gins his moſt excellent book with the fol- 
lowing remark, v/z. © He that goeth about 
* to perſuade a multitude, that they are 
* not ſo well governed as they ought to 
« be, ſhall never want attentive and favour- 
able hearers;” And to this may I not 

&-: - add ? 
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add? He that ſets up to propagate or 
promote a new ſect or diviſion in oppoſi- 
tion to that church alone by Law eſtabliſh- 
ed, boaſting or pretending, however falſe- 
ly or infidiouſly, a purer and more ortho- 
dox doctrine, ſhall never want followers 
and adherents; and that for the very ſame 
reaſons he aflerts the other ſhall always be 
liſtned to by prejudiced admirers. © The 
** manifold defects, ſays he, whereunto e- 
very kind of regiment is ſubject, are 
known to the multitude, but "then the 
ſecret lets, and difficulties, which in pub- 
lic proceedings are innumerable and in- 
evitable, they have not ordinarily the 
K judgment to conſider,” To which I al- 
ſo ſubjoin; that all human compoſition is 
liable to error, is a truth known unto all; 

but that the beauties and excellencies, har- 
mony and unanimity, fitneſs and congruity, 
between many, if not all, of i its moſt im- 
portant parts, and the revealed will of God, 

which indeed are too numerous to be re- 
counted, are not to be diſcerned or diſcover- 
ed, lined to, or admired, perceived or 
underſtood by the generality of thoſe, any 
more than the other can form a judg- 
ment of the ſecret lets and difficultics in 
public 3 
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Another reaſon he aſſigns is, © That men 
te that openly reprove ſuppoſed diſorders of 
e ſtate, are taken for principal friends to 
* the common benefit of all, and for men 
that carry ſingular freedom of mind.: 
“Under this fair plauſible colour, what- 
ever they utter paſſeth for good and cur- 
ce rent: That which it wanteth in the 
_ © weight of their ſpeech, is ſupplied by 
e the aptneſs of mens minds to accept and 
believe it.” In like manner I alſo ob- 
ſerve, that when men preſume openly to 
contradict any imaginary error in the eſta- 
bliſhed church, they for the moſt part are 
looked upon as ſuch only who have the 
good of religion at heart, and are eſteem- 
ed as the moſt ſincere promoters of the ſal- 
vation of ſouls, and reverenced as the only 
diſintereſted and undeſigning paſtors and 
teachers: Tis they only who are under no 
reſtraint; and their oppoſition to ſuperior 
authority, is deemed only a vindication of 
liberty. Let their contradictions be back- 
ed with ever ſuch weakneſs or abſurdity, 
the ears of the unaccountably-deluded ſhall 
take it for concluſive and unanſwerable, 
and wherein ſoever they are deficient as to 
ſound reaſoning, the multitude ſhall abun- 
dantly make it up, by crediting and em- 
bracing. In ſhort, let the arguments of 
the former be ever ſo repugnant to reaſon, 
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the credulity of the /atter ſhall manifeſt it- 
ſelf not leſs contrary to common ſenſe. 


But perhaps you will aſk me, Is there no 
way to ſuppreſs theſe evils? No method to 
prevent the growth 'of theſe miſchiefs in 
church as well as ſtate? No doubt. And 
as there is ſo cloſe an affinity between them, 
ſo the remedies of both will require ſmall 
variation. 


The king muſt command obedience, and 
the biſhops enjoin obſervance. 


*Tis not my buſineſs here, however 
ſtrong my inclination, to ſhew how the 
3 royal was once impaired, cur- 

iled, and deſtroyed, by an unſeaſgnable and 
two indulgent a lenity, or x total, and 
therefore fatal connivance at thoſe who did 
no leſs inſolently than openly attack the 
barriers, and at laſt ſap the very foundation 
of it: However, one thing, I think, with 
ſafety, may be concluded; the crown will 
never be robbed and plundered of all its 
royalties, *'till the mitre is diveſted and 
ſtripped of all its privileges and immuni- 
ties; and woetul experience is too freſh in 
the memory of every one to want a fur- 


ther confirmation of this truth, 
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What I have to ſay to you, is chiefly to 

give ſome conjectures why the church is ſo 
univerſally neglected, and conventicles of 
all denominations, ſo very much frequent- 
ed; which, if not timely prevented, may 
end in plucking down the mitre, and the 
conſequence of which J ſhall leave to others 
to find out, 


An inlet for hereſy and ſchiſm has long 


been ſuffered to continue open by a total 


neglect of all eccleſiaſtical laws, and an 
univerſal contempt of church cenſure ; diſ- 
Cipline is deſpiſed, and a non-obſervance 
of the cuſtoms and rubricks connived at by 
thoſe in authority ; and therefore account- 
ed uſeleſs or ridiculous by thoſe who think 
themſelves above it. Ordination, I with I 
could not ſay conſecration, has been often 
conferred upon open and notorious infidels ; 
ſuch I mean, as deny the Lord ; and per- 
ſons have frequently been admitted into the 
prieſthood, without any one qualification 
to ſupport its dignity, unleſs in this dege- 
nerate age, to leſſen and expoſe it, is deem- 
ed a proper qualification. Tis true, we 
own and acknowledge two ſacraments as 
neceflary to ſalvation, but now tis become 
faſhionable, and but too much countenan- 
ced by thoſe who ſhould be the firſt to put 
an end to it, to neglect the church, in ex- 
preſs 
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preſs contradiction to her injunctions, to 
adminiſter the firſt at home, if at all; and 
if intereſt or neceſſity does not entice or en- 
gage, entirely to abſent from the other, 
Clandeſtine marriages are loudly, and in- 
deed perhaps no leſs juſtly exclaimed a- 
gainſt; but what wonder is it, if ſuch 
things ſhould be, ſince they are but imita- 
tions, though humble ones, of thoſe in 
higher rank, which, if not always clan- 
deſtine, are altogether irregular, 


Well, then, fince you ſee the people in 
high ſtation are under no conſtraint to pa 
homage to God under his roof, but that he 
muſt, contrary to the requeſt of one * who 
could not be ſuppoſed ſo ſufficiently con- 
vinced of his divinity as they either are, 
may, or ought to be, if he will that they 
ſhould be bealed, come under theirs, to ra- 
tify their nuptial vow ; and fince Chriſt and 
his miniſters muſt wait upon them ; and 
they be excuſed attending his church in or- 
der to make their children members of 
Chriſt : I ſay, it the church is thus looked 
upon as a place of ſo much indifferency 
for the adminiſtration of ſo ſacred an inſti- 
tution, what ſtrange thing 1s it to ſee her 
upon all other accounts ſo generally deſert- 
ed ! In ſhort, ſince they are indulged with 


* St, Matth. vai. 8. : 
diſpen- 
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diſpenſations for home-marriages, home- 
baptiſms, nay, and home-churchings, it 
would almoſt be a miracle if they did not 
ſatisfy themſelves with the performance of 
all other ſervices at home. Publick facra- 
ments are miniſtred in private, and, for 
ought we can offer to the contrary, more 
out of cuſtom, if not in ridicule (for if the 
ſervice itſelf is not laughed at and jeſted 
upon, 'tis more than I will ſay for him 
that performs it,) than any real reverence 


or veneration for the inſtitution or inſtitu- 


tor: The celebration of ſolemn and facred 
ordinances 1s reverſed both in reſpect to 
time and place, and ſuch a total diſregard 
of the proper houſe of prayer, as if there 
was no ſuch appointed for theſe and the 
like offices. Theſe lamentable trutis J have 
promiſcuouſly thrown together; let us now 
conficer them a little more particularly, and 
the great detriment and miſchief ariſing 
from thence to that church which, other- 
wiſe, would not only be an ornament to, 
but alſo derive the greateſt bleſſing upon 
this city in particular, and the nation in 
general, | 


And firſt, that an inlet to all manner of 
hereſy and ſchiſm has long been ſuffered to 
continue open 1n this nation, the many va- 
rious conventicles, and the no leſs different 
congre- 
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congregations aſſembling to them (though 
not unlike the confuſed mob at Epheſes, 
the more part not knowing wherefore they 
are come together) are undeniable and liv- 
ng Pans the diſmal conſequences of 
which are more than my arithmetic will 
enable me to calculate; there are laws in 
force, and not yet repealed, (tho' for what 
reaſons they are not put into execution I 
leave to others to aſſign / that would effectu- 
ally have nipped theſe evils in the bud, and 
ſtopped theſe diviſions before they had be- 
come ſo formidable; nay, and even now, 
though grown to this head, if properly en- 
forced, would prove the only means of 
cruſhing them: But ſince at preſent they 
are looked upon only as dead letters, and 
ſuffered to remain uſeleſs, or which is 
worſe, incentives only to ſuch diviſions, it 
may be a ſufficient reaſon for my only hint- 
ing this to you, without offering any thing 
farther to extirpate the growing malady. 
Church cenſure has been ſo long exploded 
with impunity, and church diſcipline de- 
rided with inſolence, I now deſpair of ever 
ſeeing either reſtored. 


But, ſecondly, that the rubrick is as much 
diſregarded as if ſuch had never been or- 
dered, or ordered without any intent of be- 
ins conformed to, there is ſcarcely an ac- 

. count 
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count of a chriſtening or a marriage, amongſt 
any of rank or fortune, but what confirms it; 
and if the latter cannot be legally “ ob- 
tained by the inferior, their forwardneſs to 
imitate the great, in procuring the former 
in their own houſes, is a plain demonſtra- 
tion what alone prevents them copying 
them in both : Though, to ſome of their 
unſpeakable ſatisfactions, and ſometimes no 


| leſs inevitable ruin, there are places 4 al- 


lowed, or connived at by the legiſlator, where 
they may ſolemnize as unſeaſonably as the 
other, and altogether as contrary to the 


rules of that church for which now they 


have from them learned a ſimilar contempt, 


| Whoſe chief deſign is only to promote de- 


cency and order, 


You, countryman, could eaſily preſcribe 
a remedy yourſelf to cure this diſorder, 


therefore I ſhall not trouble you with any 


thing upon that topic: But may we not re- 
flect a little upon the miſchiefs attending 


ſuch proceedings; and if we have not the 


power to prevent, yet innocently enough 
take the liberty to deplore them? And firſt, 
the ſuperior or wealthier rank are hereby 


taught, or at leaſt outwardly proclaim, 
That the church, the houſe of God, can- 


* Or ſo eaſily, Fc. + Fleet, Sc. 
| B not, 
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not, or, if it does, that they diſregarded it, 

add any greater ſanction to offices and cere- 

monies performed there, than their own : 

The perſon who officiates, if dignified and 
honourably diſtinguiſhed, , which is fre- 
quently the caſe to countenance the prac- 
tice, is -privately ſneer'd, and deſervedly 
cenſured ;* but it an inferior commiſſioned 
chaplain, a little public roaſting with a pro- 
milary---may be all. Hence do theſe com- 
plimented perſonages conceive a neglect of 
the church. and ſoon after no leſs a con- 
tempt ior the clergy ; and no wonder, when 
they can behold them without the leaſt he- 
ſitation, put the houſe of God upon a le- 
vel with that of their patron, and flatter and 
cringe more to one Gan the other, or diſ- 
ſemble to both. 


As to the lower claſs running, in imita- 
tion of thoſe who ought to have ſet them 
better examples, to places allowed equally 
to tranigreſs all rules of decency and church 
diſcipline, to have themſelves coupled other- 
wiſe than God's word doth. allow; I am 
almoſt ſtaggered to think of reciting to you 
the certain and inevitable evils attending 
both it and them. They learn from hence 
to look upon the church with no other or 
better an eye than as a place prohibiting 

them 
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them to gratify their paſſions, and ſtopping 
them in the purſuit of what they deem law- 
ful deſires; and upon the clergy as a pack 
of mercenary wretches, refuſing to comply 
with their requeſts, merely on account of 
filthy lucre, *Tis no concern to them that 
the perſon degrades himſelf and debaſes his 
function, thereby rendering his bleſſing an 
abomination, ſuppoſing him qualified to 
have performed that office at a proper time, 
and in a proper place: And as little are 
they troubled, whether he uſurps the au- 
thority to ſolemnize it, where temporal ju- 
riſdiction can only ſcreen him from tempo- 


ral puniſhment in ſo doing. 


The church calls it ſolemnizing matri- 
mony, but here, I am affraid, it is proſti- 
tuting it; and St. Paul ſays, it ſhould not 
be enterprized or taken in hand unadviſed- 
ly, lightly, or wantonly ; but here again, I 


fear, nothing is leſs adviſedly begun, no- 
thing more thoughtleſſly purſued, and no- 


thing more viciouſly executed. How can 
you think it enterprized reverently, diſcreet- 


ly, adviſedly, ſoberly, and in the fear of 


God, when the parties concerned, I mean 


the couple, as well as coupler, are making 
a mock at reverence z and acting as con- 


trary to advice as void of diſcretion ; when 
a e tor 
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for the moſt part the fear of God is at that 


time, by ſurfeiting and debauchery, ſo entire- 


ly expelled, that they are actually incapa- 


citated to know themſelves ? I forhear, for 
decency's ſake, mentioning how many parts 
of this ſervice are commonly made a jeſt 
of, and the ſubject of ridicule and laughter 
ſometimes by the unthinking pair, ſome- 
times by the thoughtleſs by-ſtanders, and 
frequently by both; beſides many other 
obſcenities, too tedious to mention, and too 
ſhocking to be repeated : Otherwiſe a re- 
cital of them alone were ſufficient to raiſe 
any ſerious perſon's indignation againſt ſuch 
illegal, and I think I may add, unchriſtian 
proceeding. 


Hence have proceeded fornications, adul- 
teries, murders ; beſides an endleſs number 
of ſmall calamities, which time forbids me 
ſingularly to write down. St. Paul's advice 
is, (was he a perſon to be regarded) that 
we ſhould avoid being partakers of other 
mens fins; let thoſe then who againſt all 
church diſcipline and authority, ſet eam 
ples ſo fatal in the imitation, ſeriouſly con- 
fider whether their proceedings will not 
only preſs them with the load of their own, 
but alſo caſt upon them the additional 
weight of other mens ſins. 


Proceed 
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Proceed we now to another grand cauſe 
of the church's being thus neglected; v7z. 
from a too indiſcriminate, careleſs, or raſh 


conferring of orders upon many whoſe on- 


ly qualification is a-----with a title and a 
faſhionable aſſurance : We ſhall omit, for 
many conſiderable reaſons, taking any fur- 
ther notice of conſecration. 


I remember an obſervation of yours, 


countryman, after ſome ſtay in Town, 


which at that time ſomething, I know not 


what, prevented me replying to; but it 
was this. That you obſerved the rectors 
here were ſuch conſtant preachers them- 


ſelves, and only troubled their curates with 
reading prayers, chriſtenings, burials, &c. 


that the biſhop might ſafely ordain any who 


offered themſelves with a real title, there 
being few in theſe days, at leaſt ſuch as 
would have the aſſurance to offer themſelves 
candidates for holy orders, but what are ca- 
pable of reading thoſe ſervices, and that 


was all you could apprehend would be re- 


quired of them. Before I undertake to an- 
{wer your obſervation particularly, let me 
previouſly remind you of ſome hardſhips 
attending ſuch indiſcriminate haſty ordina- 
tions, which perhaps you, as a countryman, 

F may 
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may have overlooked, or they may pro- 
bably have eſcaped your notice. 


The two univerſities of this kingdom are 
juſtly eſteemed the only proper nurſeries of 
divinity in particular, and of all other uſe- 
ſul and ornamental learning in general; and 
for the moſt part, nctwithſtanding the lit- 
tle encouragement they have of late met 
with, or rather the many forbidding re- 
ſtaints laid upon them, are found ſufficient- 
ly furniſhed with men duly and properly 
qualified for the {ſacred function: Now, by 
thus opening, as it were, a door into the 
'vineyard, and ſuffering any the moſt un- 
{ſkilful labourers to enter in, they who are 
regularly inſtructed are thereby in a man- 
ner excluded, whilſt others who have on- 
ly ftrength to pull up, or cut down, and 
"1 might better be employed elſe where, ſhall 
iſt earn more than a ſufficiency, and they, who 
mi if engaged, could cultivate and improve, 
0 rune and engraft, ſtand in need of daily 

Yread, for want of daily labour. Beſides, 
Wil what is ſtill an aggravation, the perſons 
it thus puſhed back by the boiſterous and im- 
hit petuous ruſhing in of the obſtinately robuſt, 
"Wi are too often thoſe who have ſpent moſt, 
ith if not all of their ſmall patrimony, * 

N Wit 
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with many years painful and laborious ſtudy 
to fit and prepare themſelves for ſo arduous 
an undertaking ; whereas, the impudently 


ſucceſsful are generally the moſt unqualitied, 


and have only, what is often an over-match 
for merit, aſſurance, the couſtant concomi- 
tant of ignorance, to recommend them: 
They are at no expence, no time ſpent in 
ſtudy, any further than where, or which 
way to procure a title, whenever they take 
it into their heads to imagine themſelves 


prepared for that important office. 


This alſo is no ſmall damp upon the uni- 
verſities themſelves ; for whilt preference 
15 given, nay ! if only an equal chance is 
allowed to thoſe who perhaps never ſaw or 
heard of a college any further than by com- 
mon fame, and their members are thus 
flightly regarded or overlooked ; what great 
encouragement has any one to viſit thoſe 
ſeminaries of learning when the utmoſt he 
can expect from it, after exhauſting his for- 
tune, waſting and looſing his time, and un- 
dergoing the drudgery and ſlavery of acade- 
mical exerciſe, is only to be put upon a 
level with a lacquey or a mechanic ; or, it 
may be, a ſcrivener or pariſh-clark ? Theſe 
are ſome of thoſe hardſhips, countryman, 
that you might not apprehend any collegian 


'tis 
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tis ſo eaſily, and altogether in the breaſts 
of thoſe who owe ſo much to the charitable 
maintenance reached out unto them by the 
hands of their mothers the univerſities, to 
remedy them. *. Gratitude to them, and an 
affection naturally leaning towards thoſe 
brought up and educated in the ſame uni- 
verſity, if not in the ſame college, ſhould 
be ſome motive, if that were all, to incline 
them to give preference to a graduate : But 
alas! the contrary is too notorious to be de- 
nied, and too common to be concealed, 
otherwiſe I ſhould have forborn this public 


declaration, 


- *Tis now high time to think of making 
ſome reply to your obſervation, vi. that 
rectors here are ſuch conſtant preachers 
themſelves, they have only buſineſs or em- 
ployment, call it which you pleaſe, for an 
aſſiſtant reader. Well: Suppoling this ever 
o true, as I cannot ſay tis altogether other- 
wiſe, yet upon a little reflection I don't 
think you will allow it commendable, ex- 
emplary, or fo prevalent an incitement to 
true chriſtian piety and devotion, as if the 
caſe was ſomewhat diverſified. Suppoſe, 
for inſtance, the rector was alternately to 
take the ſurplice; and appear in the deſk 
would it be any means of leſſening the peo- 
| pie's 
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ple's veneration for the publick prayers, or 
their eſteem for him? Or rather, would 
not the congregation thereby be inclined to 
pay a greater regard to the more eſſential 
part of their duty, nay to their duty itſelf, 
(the other, I mean the ſermon, being only 
a recommendation of, or exhortation to 
it ;) when they heard him equally aſſiduous 
and mindful to join them in that, as indu- 
ſtrious or careful to give them a lecture? If 
his preſence is thought to add weight to 
his doctrine in the pulpit, ſure it would 
have ſome influence alſo towards the in- 
creaſe of devotion in the deſk: And I 


ſhould apprehend, be more ſatisfactory to 


himſelf to have reafon to conclude he had 
thereby contributed any thing to make even 
one perſon more really devout, than to 
imagine he had made all his congregation 


more Wile. 


On the other hand, what if the curate, _ 
or reader, as you are pleaſed to call him, 
was to aſcend the pulpit on thoſe days the 
rector choſe the delk, and permitted to 
ſhew he could inform and inſtruct them 


in the neceſſary branches of their duty, as 


well as pray with, and for them; would 


his being a curate be any diminution to his 


( 20) 
doctrine, if ſound? Or his more frequent 
appearance in the deſk, at the font, or in 
the churchyard (notwithſtanding the old 
faying, familiarity begets contempt) be any 
grounds for leſſening their attention, or 
abating their reſpect? Or rather, would it 
not beget in them a greater awe and reve- 
rence towards him in the pulpit and the 


deſk, when they thus regularly joined and 
heard him from both? | 


Perhaps you may, as I verily believe 
many rectors do, (at leaſt their practice 
would prompt one to conclude they did) 
think it a greater honour, and higher mark 
of diſtinction to preach and to teach, than 
to read and to pray; why really I muſt 
confeſs the preacher is higher exalted, and 
in one ſenſe may be ſaid to mount nearer 
heaven ; but pray which do you imagine 
the moſt likely to gain the ears and atten- 
tion of the Almighty, he that is talking, 
in all probability, to an heedleſs congrega- 
tion, or he that is immediately addreſſing 
himſelf to the throne of grace and mercy ; 


he that is haranguing to thoſe who are ſel- 


dom awake, or he that is praying to him 
who neither ſlumbereth or fleepeth ? So 
that your preaching rector cannot be ſaid 
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to have conſtantly choſen the moſt honour- 
able part of the ſervice, unleſs both you 
and he will aſſert it is more honourable to 
luil to ſleep a drowſy or heedleſs flock, or 
to tickle the ears of a few curious forgetful 
creatures, than to pleaſe him, whom to 
pleaſe is the fulneſs of joy; to inſtruct, 
than to pray with and for a ſinful congre- 


gation, and be the principal in offering 
praiſes and thankſgivings, and the chief in- 


ſtrument in imploring pardon and forgive- 
neſs, and obtaining mercies and bleſſings, 
temporal and eternal. Beſides, I muſt tell 
you, that rector is worthy of cenſure and 
reproof, who will choſe a perſon for his 
curate, whom he is either unwilling or 
aſhamed to ſend up into his pulpit ; for 
if he can read prayers as he ought, 'tis. a 
ſtrong ſign he ynderſtands them, and 


then I will venture to aſſert him capable of 


inſtructing any congregation in this metro- 
polis; but if he cannot, then, I ſay, he is 
an improper perſon to appear either in the 
pulpit or the deſk. When you have duly 


weighed theſe things, I am apt to be per- 


ſuaded you will think the poor curate has 
not the leaſt honourable employment, and 
upon that account allow, that more caution 
is neceſſary how ordination is granted, than 
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you were aware of: Biſhops ſhould lay 
hands ſuddenly on no man. 


Notwithſtanding all this, you may Al 
perſiſt that the biſhop 1s not to be tamed 
for ordaining perſons, though ſtrangers to 
common ſenſe, and murderers of true En- 
gliſh; becauſe he neither gives them a title 
himſelf, or promiſes them a eure, (though 
I won't take upon me to ſay that is always 
ſtrictly true) but has a recommendation, the 
aſſurance of an immediate cure, together 
with a teſtimonium of their good life and 
converſation, and of their abilities to per- 
form that office, ſigned by no leſs than 
three clergymen: Neither is the rector any 
way to be found fault with, for employing 
any ſuch when ordaincd, becauſe the bi- 
ſhop has thereby approved them, and cer- 
tainly after this they arE not to be ſtarved. 
For once, countryman, at leaſt for awhile, 
I will grant you all this; but, in the mean 
time, let us ſeriouſly examine what miſ- 
chief will unavoidably enſue ſuch a ſcanda- 
lous tender of a title, and ſuch a thought- 


leſs atteſtation, to ay no more of it, of a 


known novice's abilities on the one hand ; 
and the no leſs fatal conſequences of a 2 2 
den ordination on the other. This will 


bring 
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bring us a little nearer home, and hence 
we ſhall more clearly perceive wherefore 
the church is forſaken. 


I ſhall forbear ſaying any thing of the 


| ſcandal of giving titles to ſuch perſons, or 
the diſgrace of ſigning their teſtimoniums ; 
though that would afford no ſmall matter 
to enlarge upon; being, as might eaſily be 
proved, vaſtly detrimental to the church in 
bringing into her ſervice people, who of all 
others are her greateſt enemies, but imme- 
diately relate to you a few of the many in- 
conveniences attending ſuch male- practice. 


And firſt then, theſe gentlemen, for now 


| they muſt be called fo, though advanced 


it may be from a ſhoulder-knot to a ſcarfe, 


or from uſing the ferula to beat down the 


cuſhion; theſe gentlemen, I ſay, are uſher- 


ed into the deſk ; where making ſuch con- 
ſuſion with the beſt human compoſition yet 


extant, and Lurrying over thoſe ſelect parts 
of ſcripture or leſſons, appointed to be read, 


in an unintelligible or irregular manner, 
one part of the congregation is diſpleaſed, 


and takes a diſtaſte at the deadneſs and flat- 
neſs of the former; and the other preſumes . 
it can edify by reading, or hearing the lat- 
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ter as well, or better, performed at home. 
Theſe are truths, countryman, and: I do 
aver it, I myſelf have heard many of them 
read the moſt ſolemn devout prayers with 
the ſame tone of voice, the ſame cadence, 
and with the ſame variation and emphaſis, 
that you may poſſibly have heard a news- 
paper, or any other ſuch momentous affair 
by your pariſh clark, if he can read one. 


The pathetick relation of Joſeph and his 
brethren is a ſtory one would ſcarce think 
offible could fail moving in the rehear- 
ſal; but actually, I have ſometimes been 
hard put to it to prevent burſting out into 
an untimely laughter to hear them murder 
it, and at others to refrain tears, it ſhould 
ſo be murdered. Nay, I will go one ſtep 
further, and trouble you with a few more 
particular inſtances : I have been mortified 
with attending theſe gentlemen from the 
deſk to the communion table, where, by 
the manner of their repeating the decalogue, 
I would challenge, nay I would defy the 
beſt ear in the world to determine, whe- 
ther they were pronouncing thoſe ſolemn 
precepts, or reading over the ſervice for the 
burial of the dead. What juſtice, or ra- 
ther what injuſtice, muſt be done to the 
prayers 


. ; 8 N A A „ HT, 8 r 8 
4 ; 1 " 2 3 r „„ 5 = * . 5 af" . 7 
a FE * ET: 2 Ho" * 8 0 ; . 4 
2 4 * n a} 2 

TY þ f 


(48 3 


prayers the while? Thoſe divine compoſi- 
tions, thoſe moſt exalted ſtrains of Chriſtian 
devotion, and thoſe pious and fervent eja- 
culations, together with the loftieſt and 
moſt grateful thankſgivings of elevated ſouls. 


Muſt not this, do you imagine, mightil 

„affect the church, doing ſuch irremediable 
„ 3 prejudice to her ſervices? Muſt not devo- 
tion be ſtrangely damped and chilled when 
; the congregation is not altogether certain 
from the voice of the reader, or the me- 
thod of his reading, whether it 1s joining 
in confeſſion, petition, interceſſion, or 
* thankſgiving? To hear the doxology, and 
Tord have mercy upon us, without any va- 
riation ? The ſame fate, as I before obſerv- 
ed, attends the ſcriptures ; and muſt not they 
likewiſe be heard with indifference, when, 
for ought that can be diſcovered to the con- 
trary, either from the voice or manner of 
expreſſion, the account of the marriage in 
Cana of Galilee, or the hiſtory of our Sa- 
viour's crucifixion, may be the leſſon at- 
tended to? People of either years or judg- 
ment, upon this account, leave their pro- 
per church, and either ſtay at home, or 
hunt out for perſons better qualified to per- 
form their duty, wherefore ſome churches 


you 
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you find crowded to ſuch a degree as even 
to be troubleſome to the pariſhioners, and 
others ſo empty, that, upon your entrance, 
you are prone to conclude ſervice is over, 
or elſe 'tis not yet their hour to begin. O- 
thers more injudicious, and much more nu- 
merous, can ſce no fault in the reader, and 
of courſe no beauty in the prayers, &c. 
wherefore their next ſtep is into the firſt 
conventicle that is open, and for that, not 
many ſteps are needful, for at this time I 
am perſuaded they exceed in number: There 
they are ſure to be entertained with noiſe 
and blaſphemy, larded with ſighs and groans, 
all which abundantly make up for want of 
ſenſe; and are a kind of faſcination upon 
the minds of the vulgar, Thoſe they can 
hear, and are moved at them ; this they 


cannot diſcern, and therefore 'tis but loſt 


on them. By this means two ſets of peo- 
ple are driven from church, and now only 
one remains, and that, as times go, a very 
inconfiderable one: That only which 
throughly underſtands, and therefore fo 
highly values and eſteems our moſt excel- 
lent Common Prayer, that though the rea- 
der muſt give them pain, yet he ſhall not 
thereby oblige them to abſent from their 
church and their duty, That ſett will at- 

tend, 
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tend, though with forrow and reluctance, 
and *tis to that alone that many pariſhes in 
this city are beholden to make up a congre- 
gation ; and ſome, to my knowledge, can- 
not without great difficulty, do even that. 


But there are others, not altogether ſo 
deficient or faulty in this part of their. duty, 
and who, if not forced to do otherwiſe, in 
order to gain time, having many places to 
attend, are capable of doing juſtice to our 
admirable ſervices, yet ſo unaccoutably poſt 
it away, that you would almoſt think they 
were endeavouring to do what our Saviour 
expreſſly ſays is not to be done, v2. at the 
ſame time to ſerve God and Mammon. 
What obliges them to this diſagreeable me- 
thod, (for diſagreeable, I am ſure it muſt 
be even to themſelves, as well as to thoſe 
who attend them) I leave you and the 
world to judge. Fheſe, among many more 
that I could mention, are the cauſes why 
the churches are thus ſhamefully neglected ; 
and to theſe tis in a great meaſure owing 
that the conventicles are ſo generally filled: 
But I muſt remember I am only writing a 


letter, and not a treatiſe, otherwiſe I could 


have added many more; however, let theſe 


at preſent ſuffice, and convince you, as 1 
doubt. 
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doubt not but upon reflection they will, that 
to theſe. in part has been, owing the riſe of 
many diviſions and ſchiſms among us, The 
Candid Diſquiſitors, no doubt, have hence 
been encouraged to offer to the public their 
deteſtable propoſals, this being a proper op- 
portunity and fit time, when the prayers of 
the church have been rendered difagreeable 
to a judicious audience by unſkilful readers, 
for them to pretend to palm ſomething up- 
on them more agreeable in their room. 
Theſe, theſe, countryman, are the begin- 
nings of ſorrow, God knows where, when, 
or how they will end, 


Here I ſhould have concluded my epiſtle, 
but I juſt recollected you begged, when 1 
wrote, to know ſomething concerning the 
nature of the elections of lecturers; for that 
you had heard ſome flying reports that a 
perſon's preaching well or ill would neither 
be of ſervice or diſſervice to him, notwith- 
ſtanding there are, what they call, proba- 
tional ſermons appointed; but intereſt was 
that alone which prevailed in theſe nomi- 
nations; and what ſupprized you the moſt, 
that this intereſt muſt alſo be made, 
(otherwiſe all to no purpoſe) ſometime be- 
fore the death of the lecturer for the 


time 
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time being; beſides a plentiful addition of 


the like nature, which has now eſcaped my 
memory, | ſhall be as conciſe in obliging 
you as poffible, and if you find I have omit- 
ted any thing material you are deſirous of 
being ſatisfied about, when I write to you 
again, as I ſhall not fail if this affords any 
entertainment, will be a little more prolix; 
and add ſome further reaſons why our con- 
gregations in general are ſo thin, which in 
this I have deſignedly paſſed over, | 


I know theſe reports, countryman, muſt 
ſound a little ſtrangely in your ears, and 
that you would think it ſomewhat out of 
the way to give your vote for a perſon you 
either had never heard, or when heard, 
that you could not approve; but I will 
clear you up this ſeeming paradox in the 
language of our city caſuiſts, and anſwer the 
reports juſt as you heard them, | 


You muſt know then, upon this account 

a perſon's preaching, notwithſtanding there 
are probational ſermons appointed, no way 
affects his election, becauſe the promiſe of 
the vote, let it be whoſe it will, 1s prior to 
thoſe ſermons, and that promiſe is not to 
be broken, unleſs you will forfeit your ho- 
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nour. But then I am not inſenſible, you 
will ſay, muſt not the perſon in juſtice 
change his opinion when he hears a better 
preacher than he had engaged his intereſt 
to? No, countryman, there is an eaſy way 
to evade that : When once your word is 
POS tis no matter to whom, you are on- 
to go to church when your friend preaches, 
25 then all is fair and feaſible; you do not, 
you cannot hear a better ſermon than that 
preached, or repeated by the perſon you eſ- 
pouſe. Here then you fee tis plain, pro- 
bational ſermons are only matter of form, 
which, but for cuſtom's ſake, might as well 
be laid aſide, and fave gentlemen and their 
friends a good deal of trouble ; and was it 
not that ſome, ſhould this ſcheme take 
place, would never have the pleaſure of 
hearing their friends for whom they have 
been ſo ſtrenuous and hearty, I myſelt would 
be the firſt to vote down probational diſ- 
courſes, What then is to be done, ſay you, 
upon leon, after you have heard, you 
cannot approve ? Here again, countrytnan, 
JI thought you would be at a loſs; why you 
have heard nobody better, and when you 
gave your promiſe, in that promiſe was ta- 
by v included you would hear no one de- 


ſides ; 


TS 
fides; ſo that. thenceforth you have no 
choice; tis plainly Thzs or none, and thus 
that doughty point is ſolved. | 


The next thing to be conſidered is this 
intereſt, which carries. all before it; and 
intereſt, you are ſenſible, in more caſes than 
this, can do wonders: Tis want of that 
alone which often looſes the poor man's 
property, and to that even juſtice muſt 

end, and equity ſubmit ; merit without it, 
is but a cypher, and which way ſoever ſhe 
inclines, ſuch is the influence of her magic 
touch, men ſhall forget the very faculty of 
ſpeech, even in defence of innocence, and 
write down virtue, merit, and all that is 
good, where nothing but infamy, igno- 
rance, and all that is impious, ſtare him in 
the face. Such is the mighty power of in- 
tereſt, and therefore no pains, no lengths, 


and no fatigue, or even the N of repu- 


tation, are to be conſidered, if ſhe may be 
ſecured, though at the expence of all the 


reſt. 


As this is the caſe, intereſt is the only 
thing wanting, and now, countryman, I 
doubt not but you will be inquiſitive which 
way that is to be ſecured; I will prevent 

| your 
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Four enquiry. Firſt find out the leadin 
men of the pariſh, and their principles, 
whether fanatic, enthuſiaſtical, Arian, 80. 
cinian, or Deiſtical, which is eaſy to be done, 
and they are now the reigning and govern- 
ing principles, and not. at any extraordinary 
variance amongſt themſelves, at leaft not at 
{0 great a diſtance but to ſerve a turn, they 
can and will unite. Join with theſe di- 
rely ; and implicitly believe and eſpouſe 
Whatſoever they advance, and intereſt, pre- 
vailing intereſt, is yours. But you now, ac- 
cording to country cuſtom, would pretend 
ſome qualm of conſcience ; why tis the 
only ſure way of loſing what alone can gain 
your ſucceſs, Be but in time to make ap- 
plication, (for, as I told you before, to 
wait for the ſickneſs, much more for the 
deceaſe of the preſent lecturer, is only to 
give up to another more pliable, and there- 
fore ſucceſsfal :) Aſk and comply, no matter 
for conſcience, and all is yours. When 
once this is ſecurèd, as by this means it in- 
fallibly may, a mob-veſtry, who generally 
have the nomination. among them, is en- 
tirely won, and then merit, learning, and 
every other qualification centring in your 
opponents, ſhall by them be dextrouſſy and 
wonderfully converted into foibles and ble- 
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miſhes, which ſhall overſet them, and eſtæ 
hliſh you. 0 t c | 1 


Aſter all this, you may be at a loſs to 
know which way the church is affected 
hereby; I will tell you in few words, and 
conclude. 


As I before, more than once, obſerved; 
there are few curates, comparatively ſpeak- 
ing, who can properly read the ſervices of 
the church if they would, and as few rec- 
tors, (though ſome there are, who to their 
honour be it ſaid, and whoſe names I have 
ſcarce patience to conceal, think it no di- 
minution to appear every Wedneſday, Fri- 
day, and Holy-Day in the deſk, and do 
Juſtice to thoſe prayers, &c. to which they 
have ſubſcribed) I ſay, few rectors who 
will, if they can, whereby they neceſſarily 
are diſregarded and brought into contempt ; 
theſe mob-veſtries, conſiſting for the moſt 
part of enthuſiaſts, &c, are the principal 
men in bringing in the lecturers, who, if 
they do not directly preach up methodiſm, 


yet ſpeak of it in the ſame favourable 


terms that the Candid Diſquiſitors recom- 
mend the prayer, compoſed for the uſe of 
Chriſtians. of any denomination, v72, That 
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it is but juſtice to that performance, to de- 
clare, that they had no intention to do it the 
leaſt diſparagement. 1 

- Now, if any of the cauſes I have men- 
tioned, ſingularly, and much more all of 
them jointly, do not contribute to leſſen 
the eſteem once juſtly paid to the Common- 
Prayer, then, countryman, then, country- 
man, tell me what will, ; 


Et eris mibi magnus Apollo. 
Yours, 


PrHiLOLITURGIA, 


POSTCRIPT:. 


UST as I cloſed this epiſtle, T was not 

a little amazed with a rumor of an a& 
going to be paſſed, to naturalize, the pro- 
feſſed enemies to chriſtianity in general, the 
Jews; and, what added to my ſurprize, 
= that 
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that people who are not offended at the 
name of Chriſt, ſhould concur in voting 
for an union with thoſe, whoſe anceſtors 
crucified, and whoſe poſterity to this day 
abhor and deteſt him. This will be the 
molt effectual means to leſſen and diminiſh 


all Chriſtian congregations, and if not 


(without divine interpoſition) totally to 
overturn the church, yet abſolutely and en- 
tirely to lock up her doors, I thought it 
was hardſhip enough, that ſectaries of all 
denominations, not denying the name of 
Chriſt, ſhould have the ſame indulgence, 
freedom, and Liberty of publickly opening 
their conventicles, and gaining proſelytes, 
that that church by law eſtabliſhed enjoys; 
but to grant the ſame privilege and licence to 
Jews to build, and open their ſynagogues, 
in expreſs contradiction, or rather in open 
defiance of him, who once in the end of the 
world appeared to put away fin by the ſacri- 
fice of himſelf, is ſuch an affront, ſuch an 
unparalleled inſult upon his majeſty, and I 
wiſh I could not add, ſuch an open and di- 
rect denial of his divinity, as Mahometaniſm 
or Paganiſm itſelf would ſtand averſe to. 
The Englith have long and variouſly mani- 
teſted what a ſtrange influence gold has 
had over them ; tor the ſake of that they 
have ſold their liberty, given up their free- 
dom, relinquiſhed their religion, and now, 

as 
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ab. far as in them lies, are SACRIFICING 

their God, When you propoſe to return 
to this city I know not, but if you ſhould 
long delay, expect not to ſee ahy churches 


open, or, if open, to ſee them n In 
the ſynagogues, you may have heard at 
leaſt, they ſpeak in an unknown tongue, 
and how much the generality of mankind 
have of late been pleaſed moſt with what 
they leaſt underſtand, your late ſtay in this 
metropolis muſt abundantly convince you, 


Whether the Jews will admit any into 
their ſynagogues without circumciſion, as 
they are likely to be ſo far indulged as to 
be naturalized Engh/hmen without Baptiſm, 
is a Quere I cannot at preſent reſolve ; but 
I will venture to ſay an Engh/hman for 
theſe ſeventeen hundred years paſt, would 
have been aſhamed to call any one country- 
man who was not a Chriſtian : But per- 
haps, in a little time, matters may be com- 
ee betwixt us, and the next news I 


Have to ſend you, will be, the Jews, up- 


on our fotallh laying aſide, what is very 
much abuſed, and ſome times diſuſed, Bar- 
TISM, will voluntarily give up CIRCUM= 
CISION, 


